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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: — " — 
Sebastian B6hm ei al 

Application No,: 10/027,484 
Filed: December 2 J, 200] 

For: MICROFLUXDIC SYSTEM INCLUDING A 
VIRTUAL WALL FLUID INTERFACE PORT 
FOR INTERFACING FLUIDS WITH THE 

_ MICRQFLUIDIC SYSTEM 




Confirmation No.: 9951 



An Unit: 1753 



Examiner: J. T. Barton 




RESPONSE TO RE STRICTION REQUIREMENT 

MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P,0. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313^1450 
Dear Sir: 

This is in response to the restriction requirement set forth in The Office Action mailed 
July 8, 2004 (Paper No. Mail Date 20040628). 

The Examiner has required restriction between the following inventions in the above- 
identified application: 

*?£Str322i 42 - 66 ' *"» w * <**> » -*-*«-* 



classified in class 137, subclass 3; 
subclasfSf ClaiOTS 22 ' 28 ' T ° ******** extraction, classified in c Jass 



210, 



reaction, 



J^aSSL ? ,J T $ ™" 41 ' * ,wn T ° ,iquid Posing in a roicrochannel, including 
ion, classified in class 204, subclass 453; and *«*-juoing 
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Application No.: 10/027,484 Docket No ; 

. ._ ^ 0 «P IV: Claims 67-69, drawn to separation of a sample accoiding to component sfce 
classified m class 204, subclass 453. «"up"«ciii wze, 

Accordingly, Applicants hereby elect, with traverse Group I, claims 1-21 and 42-66 for 
continued examination. 

The Commissioner may require restriction if two or more independent and distinct 
inventions are claimed in a single application (37 CFR 1.142(a)). In the present case, although 
the claimed subject matter may be classified in different classes, the inventions are not 
independent. A single, searchable, unifying aspect, i.e., the introduction of a fluid to a 
microchannel interior via a fluid interface port formed in the side wall of the channel, links all of 
the claims of Groups I-lV. Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the restriction 
requirement be withdrawn, and that all of the claims presently pending in this application be 
examined. 

Applicants submit that a sufficient search and examination wixh respect to the subject 
matter of the claims of Groups 1-IV can be made without serious burden. As the M P B P 
states: 

[ijf the search and examination of an entire application can be 
made without serious burden, the examiner must examine it on 
die merits, even though it includes claims to independent or 

2t>oiT inVemi0nS - M - P E P - § 803 (8th ed > 78 *> August 

That is even if the groups of claims are drawn to distinct inventions, the Examiner must 
st.ll exanune the entire application on the merits because doing so will not result in a seriouT" 
burden. 

overlao^fr "T ^ "* <** * e will have substantia. 

Tu L I JCCl matter ° f *• ClaimS ° f ^ HV > ™ d *> «*»■ burden will 

insult from searching and examining all claims in the same application. Furthermore, in view of 

the data bases and powerful computer search engine, available l0 the Examiner, there would be 
no serious burden in examining all the claims in a single application. 

and , h t A 7f ^ " 1S ™ PSCmiy ** * e ««**» requirement be withdrawn, 

and that all of the clauns presently pending in this application be examined. 



PAGE 3/5 * RCVD AT 8/5/2004 6:16:56 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 * DMS:8729306 * CSID:6177424214 ' DURATION (mm-ss):01-26 



Aug-05-04 16:18 



FronrLAHIVE & COCKFIELD, LLP 



6177424214 



T-407 P. 04/05 F-780 



Application No.: 10/027,484 



Docket No.: TGZ-001B 



Nevertheless, in compliance with the directives in the Office Action and in order to 
expedite prosecution of the instant application, Applicants hereby elect, subject to the foregoing 
traverse, Group J (claims 1-21 and 42-66). 

Applicants reserve the right to pursue the non-elected claims, or similar claims, in this or 
one or more subsequent patent applications. 

If a telephone conversation with Applicants' attorney would help expedite the 
prosecution of the above-identified application, the Examiner is urged to call the undersigned 
attorney at (617) 227-7400. 

Applicant believes no fee is due with this statement. However, if a fee is due, please 
charge our Deposit Account No, 12-0080, under Order No. TGZ^OOlB from which the 
undersigned is authorized to draw. 



Dated: August 5, 2004 



Respectfully submitted, 



Afithony A. Uflbehtano 
Registxatior/N^: 38,220 
LAH1VE & COCKFIELD, LLP 
28 State Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02109 
(617) 227-7400 

(617)742-4214 (Fax) 
Attorney/Agent For Applicant 
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